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Background & Process

The work undertaken by Hansen was intended to establish the
‘background” and rationale behind advocacy to be undertaken by the group
in a later stage of work.

Covers all aspects and scales — from lot scale mitigation to regional
adaptation.
Project was focused on:

* The planning system - Covers all aspects and scales — from lot scale mitigation
to regional adaptation.

« The legislation, policy and mechanisms which underpin decision-making
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in this space. (
Undertaken in three key stages and on answering key questions =) e
 What decisions are made through the relevant systems that relate to )
climate change? (it’s a lot!) “ ( <
* What are some of the issues that can compromise optimal outcomes: ; | [ izs, | E ¢
* Who makes decisions about those? ) =4
» What underpins their decisions? mﬁ (o N
 What options are there for improvement? o
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CLIMATE CHANGE PLANNING RESPONSES

Key Issues & Barriers

Clarity in the overarching role of climate change in driving planning decisions
and the ‘balancing’ of decisions

Transformational vs incremental change
Misalignment of ambition and scientific evidence
Urban structure

Lack of specificity in existing ESD policies and significant variation in
Implementation

Issues with VPPs and available tools
Council access to resources / expertise to confirm delivery of best practice

Significant reliance on the building stage to deliver outcomes, and continuing
lack of clarity as to what is appropriate to identify at planning stage

Gaps In policy and siloed decision-making
Awareness and education
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* For statutory decision-making, Planning Scheme content is critical

* For strategic decision-making,
documents and internal practice is more influential

* The role of the VPA could be significantly strengthened in regard
to climate change. But other actors in the precinct planning space

also need to be recognised.

 Recommendations formed around
* A’long list” in tabular form

 A’short list” of key recommendations
 Opportunities for shorter term actions leveraging existing programs
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Key Recommendations

 Recognise the fundamental role the Planning Scheme plays in guiding
decision-makers, and its weight as statutory law. Focus attention on
ensuring the planning scheme is reformed in a number of key areas:

 Making the importance of considering climate change in decision-
making explicit, rather than relying on generic references to
sustainability.

* Filling gaps where there is a policy void in key areas.
* Introducing mandatory development standards in targeted areas

* Ensure that the scheme and its application of controls is
consistent with the scientific evidence base and best practice

| » Focus on changes that will assist in getting the fundamentals of
future development areas right.




Focus areas for change

« Amend the Planning & Environment Act, Climate Change Act and
Victorian Planning Authority Act

« Amend Ministerial Directions and Planning Practice Notes

* Ensure greater recognition and prioritisation of climate change
responses in updated PSP Guidelines

 Require climate change planning to be integrated into all precinct
planning

 Update State planning policy to fill key gaps, reflect latest science
and include appropriate benchmarks

* Prioritise spatial mapping of hazards and the integration of this with
the application of overlays to trigger consideration of hazards




Focus areas for change (cont.)

« Set up the frameworks and processes required to
support transition

» Embed net zero ambitions in policy

« Update data sources and establish processes for
future updates

« Establish some mandatory minimum standards within
the VPPs

« Update the Regional Growth Plans to meaningfully
consider climate change impacts on regional
settlement and economic development

* |Introduce a Green Infrastructure Clause to the VPPs

* |Information & Education
 Resourcing & funding

 Approaches to post-approval
monitoring

 Managing planning reforms

« Alignment with other sectors
of the built environment

e (Sovernance & external tools
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